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The Traditional Storyboard
Traditional Storyboards are rarely more than “blank boxes.”

Storyboards provide a quick “note taking” tool to help design the shooting 
of a video.  They provide a quick way to indicate “how” a scene will be 
shot.
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Storyboards provide a quick “note taking” tool to help design the shooting 
of a video.  They provide a quick way to indicate “how” a scene will be 
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Estab. shot...
Fade quickly to night shot

Close shot...
steady on fire. conversa-
tion goes long about “good 
old times...”

Med shot...
Focus on campsite...

Same shot as above. Sun-
rise.
“Something’s wrong” 
sound track rises.

Shoot shot 3 & 6 @ 
same time to keep an-
gletime jump slow dissolve

time jump slow dissolve

Zoom in on dying embers

Same shot...
as the fire dwindles...
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The Annotated Storyboard Concept
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Shot : Scene

Shot : Scene

Shot : Scene
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The Annotated Storyboard accomplishes the same task. However, it pro-
vides a very quick notation system for planning the basic filming techniques 
common to most video productions.
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Shot 1 : Scene 1

Shot 2 : Scene 1

Shot 3 : Scene 1

Project  A KID’S LIFE Date  7/4/00 Page 1

Straight shot establish
50’s style California tract
housing

Slow zoom in to one house
continue to zoom slowly
to reveal boy sitting on
porch, looking down,
mysteriously emotionless.

As zoom reaches head
& shoulders of boy,
stop, pause, then slowly
pan right, tilt down to
focus on red wagon

Stop on contents of 
wagon which is clearly
a dead kitten.
(not mangled, just dead)

The Annotated Storyboard accomplishes the same task. However, it pro-
vides a very quick notation system for planning the basic filming techniques 
common to most video productions.
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Straight shot establish
50’s style California tract
housing

Slow zoom in to one house
continue to zoom slowly
to reveal boy sitting on
porch, looking down,
mysteriously emotionless.

As zoom reaches head
& shoulders of boy,
stop, pause, then slowly
pan right, tilt down to
focus on red wagon

Stop on contents of 
wagon which is clearly
a dead kitten.
(not mangled, just dead)

The key to the Annotated Storyboard lies in the markings that surround 
each blank box. By circling or highlighting specific marks, a quick notation 
can be made regarding specific shooting techniques to be used in the scene.
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A Word About Composition

Centered faces are sometimes 
called “mug shots” because 
they suggest the unflattering 
shots taken by police and de-
partments of motor vehicles.

When the focus is “dead 
center,” the edges and corners 
are difficult to make meaning-
ful.

Too often, people “compose” their shots by simply centering their primary 
subject in the viewfinder and pressing the record button. 
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Rule of Thirds Indicators

These indicators are intended 
to remind you about the Rule 
of Thirds when composing 
your shots.

Professionals use a system called the Rule of Thirds to help create more in-
teresting compositions.
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Rule of Thirds Indicators
Professionals use a system called the Rule of Thirds to help create more in-
teresting compositions.

Use these indicators to envi-
sion the frame divided into 
thirds vertically.
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Rule of Thirds Indicators

Use these indicators to envi-
sion the frame divided into 
thirds vertically.

Use these indicators to envi-
sion the frame divided into 
thirds horizontally.

The points where these indica-
tors intersect are primary focal 
points when composing shots.

Professionals use a system called the Rule of Thirds to help create more in-
teresting compositions.
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Camera Control Indicators
Quick notations regarding basic camera operation decisions can be noted 
by circling or highlighting the appropriate indicators in this section
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Camera Control Indicators
The W, N, and C indicators stand for, respectively, Wide Angle, Normal 
(sometimes called Medium), and Close Up. 

These indicators refer to the 
control of the camera’s field 
of vision
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Wide Angle Shot Indicator
Wide Angle shots show the “widest” image possible. 

Use Wide Angle Shots when you want the focus to be the setting rather 
than a single element within the setting.

Wide Angle Tips
• Use to emphasize scenery.
• Use when shooting in 

“tight” spots.
• Use to “establish” locale.

Beware
• Reduces emphasis on indi-

vidual elements of scene.
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Camera Control Indicators
Normal Shots most approximate the scene as we would expect to see it if 
we were looking at it with our own eyes. 

Normal Shots tend to imply 
an objective point of view 
because there is neither em-
phasis or de-emphasis upon 
detail.
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Camera Control Indicators
Close Up Shots cause us to focus nearly exclusively upon a single subject. 
Frequently all sense of location and context disappears.

Use Close Ups when you want to emphasize subtle details like a person’s 
nervous body language.

Close Up Tips
• Eliminates background dis-

tractions.
• Helps you “get closer” 

when you can’t get closer.

Beware
• Camera wiggle emphasized.
• Lens can “get closer,” but 

microphone usually isn’t 
close enough.
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Camera Angle Indicators
Another method of changing the view of the camera is simply to change the 
angle at which the camera points at the subject.

These indicators refer to 
the vertical angle of the 
camera’s view.
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